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RESUME DES DEUX JOURNEES D’ETUDE

La société de I’Egypte ancienne est organisée autour d’institutions :
lieux de culte, palais, structures étatiques et économiques. Fonctionnant
grice a une administration importante, allant du simple scribe au vizir
en passant par les prétres, ces derniéres ont toujours constitué un enjeu
de pouvoir majeur. C’est dans ce cadre que se sont formés de véritables
réseaux, d’abord centrés autour d’une famille puis s’étendant selon des
parameétres qui restent a définir. Ainsi, pour bien comprendre la société
de I’Egypte antique, tout comme la place d’un individu dans son époque,
I’é¢tude de ces réseaux de pouvoir est primordiale. Depuis plusieurs
décennies, I’analyse des réseaux sociaux (SNA = Social Network
Analysis) s’est imposée comme un objet d’étude central des sciences
humaines et sociales, et c’est sur cet axe que s’inscrit ce projet.



AXES GENERAUX :

e Raisons et modalités de constitution d’un réseau ;

e Compréhension de I’expression par les Anciens Egyptiens
des liens de parenté et des relations entre individus ;

e Exploitation des données issues de la méthode du SNA et
du graphe relationnel ;

e Modalités de transmission des fonctions et le role des
femmes ;

e Exploitation des séquences de titres et leur apport dans
I’étude de la carriere des individus, en lien avec la
définition du « titre principal » et I’interprétation des titres
n’apparaissant qu’une fois dans la titulature d’un
individu ;

e Traduction des titres et la distinction entre €pithéte, titre
honorifique et de fonction ;

e Titres « archaiques », « archaisant » et les hapax ;

e Lien éventuel entre un titre et le support ou 1’endroit ou il
est inscrit ;

® Apport des bases de données prosopographiques.



RESUMES DES COMMUNICATIONS



Local Connections: New Kingdom Mayors and their
Social Networks and Attachments

Johannes AUENMULLER
Museo Egizio, Turin

New Kingdom regional administration was based on a network of
towns. The local representatives of the pharaonic state within but also
beyond the capital cities were the 43 ¢/- <‘mayors’. They quite often also
acted as local ‘overseers of priests’ (jm.jw- r’-hm.w-ntr) of the main
temples of the settlements which were for the most part also their
hometowns. Professionally active in both the administrative and
religious fields and socially firmly rooted in the towns, they were key
players in the local elite circles. The paper will address the
embeddedness of /3¢-<mayors in networks of various kinds, from
familial to professional, from local to supraregional. Particular attention
is paid to the various means and media in which the /43¢-<mayors
communicate these local relations and attachments.



From Strings to Structures: (De)Contextualising
Cult and Administration in Ptolemaic Karnak

Ralph BIRK
Freie Universitit Berlin

Titularies of dignitaries and priests in Late Period and Ptolemaic Thebes
are characterised by long strings of titles. How titles are chosen and put
into a specific order in a given titulary is often contextually driven, by
their embeddedness in religious and biographic formulae, or by the
spatial context of their material support, such as statues within the
temple or papyri in the tomb. While these contextual inferences help
reconstruct individual roles of priests and specific functions of e.g.
statues, a decontextualising approach — covering a large cross-sectional,
diachronic corpus of objects in a multitude of dossiers — can elucidate
hidden structures of cults and administration within the sacred realm of
Karnak and beyond.

This paper will take the leap from individual title strings to structures by
scrutinising a representative set of private sources from Thebes, e.g. the
statues from the Cachette of Karnak. The study will follow a mixed
method approach, including qualitative content analysis and quantitative
statistics, and apply an inductive annotation system, integrating
individuals, titles, phylae and toponyms. Special emphasis will be laid
on the comparison of the domain of Amun with those of Mut, Khonsu
and Amenope, in order to detect (a)symmetries and possible
dependencies between them. Within this framework, individual priestly
titularies can show how individuals transcended these boundaries on the
ground, by fulfilling various roles in different domains, thus bridging
the qualitative and quantitative, the individual and structural.



The Sematy Title at Akhmim, a Diachronic Analysis
on its Meaning, Roles and (Re)interpretations

Marion CLAUDE
IFAO, Cairo

The sematy title, often translated as “stolist”, is attested throughout the
history of Ancient Egypt in various contexts and places. In Akhmim, it
has been in use from the Old Kingdom to the Roman period as a priestly
title. This paper aims at reconsidering the data about these priests
through prosopography in order to identify who held the title and
whether the status associated with the title evolved through time. It will
also question the translation of the title and the priestly activities
connected with it. Finally, the paper will address palacographical
questions and their use in the dating of the documentation.



Chronology and Power Networks in Light of “Single
Holder Titles”

Edwin DALINO
Postdoctorant, Université de Namur

This communication aims to shed light on the study of "Single Holder
Titles" in the context of the Ramesside Era. These titles are characterised
by the fact that they are held by only one person at a time. This unique
aspect allows for the creation of chronologies of their holders and
provides insights into the distribution of influence within the upper
echelons of the Egyptian state. Several case studies are highlighted to
enhance understanding of the potential implications of this approach and
to stimulate discussion about it.



« Approcher les chairs divines » : de la perception
des rois par les dignitaires de la XVIII® dynastie

Margarita DANILOVA
Projet VégA, LabEx ARCHIMEDE

Bien que déja attesté aux époques antérieures, le concept de la
« divinité » du pharaon connait un essor remarquable au cours de la
XVIII® dynastie. Malgré de nombreux travaux consacrés au sujet de la
royauté et a ce théme en particulier, les conclusions auxquelles
parviennent les chercheurs sont loin de trouver un consensus
satisfaisant. La question de la « divinité du pharaon » est encore tres
présente dans les travaux actuels.

Alors que plusieurs études ont déja tenté d’explorer cette problématique
sous I’angle de la documentation privée de I’époque, peu d’entre elles
I’ont abordé a travers les titulatures des dignitaires ou encore leurs textes
biographiques. C'est sur ce point que cette présentation propose de se
concentrer.

Une analyse de I’emploi de la locution n#r (nfr) vis-a-vis des rois, qui
s'accroit de maniére significative a la XVIlle dynastie y compris dans
les titulatures des notables, offre dans ce sens une piste de recherche
prometteuse. Ces occurrences étant nombreuses, la présente étude
propose de se limiter aux dignitaires qui prétendent avoir été proches,
voire en contact, avec « les chairs divines » (4 ‘w ntr). 1l s’agira d’un
premier apercu de ces personnages, leurs titulatures et leurs textes
biographiques qui pourront aider & comprendre leur relation vis-a-vis du
roi dans son statut de ntr.



Correlation of Titles in Titularies of Old Kingdom
Dignitaries, Officials and Priests

Veronika DULIKOVA

Titles and bones of ancient Egyptian officials: New mathematical
approach to analysing Old Kingdom data, 2024-2028, Czech Science
Foundation, Junior Star, No. 24- 10275M

Although scholars have dealt with the Old Kingdom administration, the
fragmentary evidence preserved from ancient Egypt does not allow yet
to completely reconstruct the stratified bureaucratic system or
understand some titles and categorise them into particular fields of
activity, the rank hierarchy or as honorary markers.

In this contribution, we would like to demonstrate the possibilities
offered by statistical correlation analysis. Studying pairs (or in general
groups) of titles assigned to the same person reveals hidden links inside
the infrastructure or highlights the relationship between rank titles and
other types of titles, for example, administrative or religious titles.
These pairs are described by co-occurrence and the strength of the
dependency is assessed by Jaccard distance, a statistical measure that
favours positive correlation. Such metrics, combined with the
occurrence of individual titles over time, clustering of titles and
hierarchical analysis provide a powerful tool for various cases.

The database used for the statistical analysis is Maat-base comprising
data of about 8,000 Old Kingdom individuals was launched in 2006 and
has been running continuously since. The database, created in
FileMakerPro13, includes information about the individual persons:
gender, provenance, site, tomb code, dating, index number of their
personal name (Ranke, Scheele-Schweitzer and Gourdon) and title
(Jones), their family relations, tomb dimensions, appearance of burial
arrangement, burial equipment, etc.

The contribution will include case studies that show the potential of
statistical correlation analysis to examine the operations and
development of the administration, the growing power of dignitaries and
the formation of power networks in the Old Kingdom.



Patronage, Eating, and Reciprocity

Christopher EYRE
The University of Liverpool

Starting from the concept that in pharaonic Egypt food, and the control
of food, was power, this paper examines explicit statements about the
direct provision of food to clients as the primary marker of patronage-
based hierarchy, in a society where authority over people — the size of a
clientage — was primary as a marker of status. Regular direct provision
of prepared food ranges from the daily provision in the family
household, through that of a great man feeding his immediate entourage,
or the religious institution feeding cult-personnel from the reversion of
offerings. More irregular provision is seen in the funding of festivals,
and special provision of food as a mark and celebration of favour.

Giving food is presented, in formulaic autobiography, as the
primary function of social responsibility, that underlies hierarchic
relationships and informs the ideology of loyalty at the core of
hierarchical social order. In practice the provision of prepared foods
belongs to specific social contexts, that provisioning bodies of men,
away from home, recorded in numbers of loaves, in contrast to more
normal payments of grain to settled workforces; and against the self-
sufficient production of peasant farming, that itself provided the
revenues underlying hierarchical food-control.

While household-like food-control would most naturally seem to
derive from kinship-like relationships, this is not emphasised in
Egyptian sources. Food sharing on a socially egalitarian behaviour is
hardly documented: to give food — to entertain — and to accept food,
were markers of a social pecking order and of social differentiation.

Such an approach attempts to address practicalities of intra-
personal behaviour, by testing the extent to which textual sources
represent a reality rather than an ideology, while avoiding any attempt
to test them against broader theoretically based assumptions of the
political, economic or administrative structures of Egyptian hierarchy.
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Dans ’entourage du pharaon ou « celui qui
s’approche du corps divin », le Haut Clergé d’Amon
dans la société thébaine de la XVIII® dynastie.

Noémie FATHY
LabEx ARCHIMEDE, Université Paul-Valéry Montpellier 3

Le haut clergé d’Amon (hm-ntr tp(y)/ 2 nw/ 3 nw/ 4 nw n(y) Jmn) forme,
au coté des vizirs, une élite de premier rang étroitement liée a la cour
royale et recevant les ordres directement du monarque. L’élévation
sociale et la supériorité de cette élite sacerdotale naissante (attestée a
I’avénement de la XVIII® dynastie) se remarquent par I’emploi de
formules de différenciation dans les titulatures. L’expression de la
proximité avec la personne royale est exprimée par une séquence
spécifique thkn(w) m h'w ntr « celui qui s’approche du corps divin »,
attestée dans les autobiographies de 1’élite sacerdotale ainsi que chez
certains vizirs et dignitaires. Cette expression semble étre associée aux
individus bénéficiant d’un acces direct au souverain. Le rapport exclusif
et privilégi¢ du clergé d’Amon avec le roi se remarque également a
travers I’emploi de titres auliques et palatiaux, tels que hr(y)-tp ‘2 m pr-
nswt « grand chef dans le pr-nswt » et mh-jb n(y) nswt tsw w ' (w)
« confident du roi dans la solitude ». Mais aussi par I’emploi de
séquences « verbales » spécifiques du type stp(w)~n hm=f « celui qui a
été choisi par sa Majesté », révélant une distinction royale. L’expression
de la proximité avec le roi s’aveére, dans certains cas, étre le témoin de
liens familiaux entre les grands prétres d’Amon et la famille royale.
Cette communication vise a définir, a travers différentes études de cas
issues de mon travail de thése, les relations entre le haut clergé d’Amon
et le monarque régnant. Elle met en exergue 1’influence de ces rapports
dans ’acces a la fonction sacerdotale et la constitution des familles.
L’analyse prosopographique conciliée a 1’examen approfondi des
autobiographies et a 1’étude spatiale des titres dans les inscriptions
permettront d’entrevoir la place des grands prétres d’Amon dans la
société égyptienne a la XVIII® dynastie. Enfin, I’étude généalogique de
ces individus souligne 1’emploi de stratégies sociales entrainant la
formation de réseaux de pouvoir entre 1’¢lite cléricale et les différentes
¢lites thébaines.
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Qui dirige qui ? Qui dirige quoi ? Premiéres
réflexions sur ’exercice du pouvoir en Egypte
ancienne a travers les titres de direction du Moyen
Empire

Natahlie FAVRY
Sorbonne Université Paris IV

Les publications successives d’indices de titres depuis une cinquantaine
d’années, d’abord sous forme de monographies et maintenant de bases
de données numériques, mettent a la disposition de la communauté
égyptologique des milliers de données utiles aux enquétes
prosopographiques. Alors que les études qui en découlent portent
majoritairement sur les différentes institutions qui composent la société
égyptienne — et sur les acteurs qui font vivre ces institutions —, il est aussi
possible d’exploiter les titres égyptiens du Moyen Empire d’une toute
autre fagon.

Les travaux de O. Berlev, D. Franke, S. Quirke et M. Baud, entre autres,
ont permis d’isoler les différents éléments qui structurent les titres
égyptiens et de proposer une terminologie fonctionnelle : titre de
fonction, titre d’accompagnement, titre régulier, qualification, etc. A
cette liste s’ajoute le titre-racine qui n’a pas vocation a étre employ¢ seul
puisque, en tant que tel, il ne définit pas la fonction d’un individu mais
le place a I’occasion dans une certaine frange de la société égyptienne.
Ainsi, parmi les milliers de titres référencés au Moyen Empire, nombre
d’entre eux sont élaborés selon le schéma titre-racine, suivi de titre de
fonction ou profession, lui-méme accompagné parfois d’un lieu
géographique ou d’une institution. La structure fournit deux
informations essentielles, a savoir un titre-racine qui détermine le grade
et un titre de fonction, une profession, un métier. Cette composition
permet de visualiser des hiérarchies de titres et, par conséquent, des
hi¢érarchies de fonctions, tant d’éléments de réflexion nécessaires pour
tenter de répondre a la question : « Qui dirige qui » dans I’Egypte du
Moyen Empire ?
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Mereruka, Meryteti, Waatetkhethor and their
Household: a Study through the Prism of Social
Network Analysis

Mallaury GUIGNER
Projet VégA, LabEx ARCHIMEDE

Although the study of households belonging to high dignitaries has
already been carried out, this presentation will provide an opportunity to
study the households of three individuals buried in the same funerary
complex: Mereruka, Meryteti and Waatetkhethor. After a census of all
the individuals mentioned in the burial, the resulting relational graph
will enable us to visualise the personal contacts of each of the tomb
owners, while comparing and extending them through a study of the
anthroponyms and titles they hold. Thus, the mastaba of Mereruka,
dating from the Old Kingdom, precisely from the 6th dynasty at
Saqqara, lists, in addition to his family, nearly 90 individuals. They are
representatives of the tomb owner's social circle, but above all they
allow us to visualise Mereruka, Meryteti and Waatetkhethor's social
network and thus the extent of their power.

This process provides an unbiased overview of an individual's personal
network, by highlighting the internal structure of their network. It
highlights social stratification through the various social ranks present.
By visualising these networks in the form of unimodal graphs, it is
possible to establish that several individuals, who were previously
unattached, were actually part of the same circle. This will be an
opportunity to use data from the SNA method and the relational graph
to visualise networks, kinship links and relationships between
individuals living during the Old Kingdom, precisely the 6th dynasty.
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L’>Analyse de réseau : retour sur 10 ans de pratique
en égyptologie

Emilie MARTINET
Sorbonne Université Paris IV / Université Paul-Valéry Montpellier 3

La discipline égyptologique accuse un certain retard dans I’utilisation
des méthodes de 1’analyse de réseau, alors qu’un véritable « relational
turn » a eu lieu chez les historiens dés le début des années 2000.

Depuis les années 2015, les premiéres expérimentations effectuées par
des égyptologues ont ouvert la voie a des recherches novatrices qui
proposent une relecture de la documentation et contribuent a produire
de nouvelles connaissances, 1’objectif étant de replacer les anciens
Egyptiens au centre de ’analyse. Aujourd’hui, ces méthodes suscitent
un engouement croissant dans la sphére égyptologique et incitent a
s’interroger sur les potentialités et perspectives de ce champ d’étude.

Loin d’étre une mode, 1’intérét accordé aux réseaux témoigne d’une
détermination a dépasser les limites des approches structuro-
fonctionnalistes, qui rendaient peu visible le role des agents et de leurs
interactions, en se focalisant sur les relations sociales, leur densité, leurs
dynamiques et leur évolution dans le temps. L’utilisation de ces
approches quantitatives contribue a examiner différemment
d’importantes quantités de données et a mettre en lumicre des
informations, qui n’étaient pas visibles a premiére vue, concernant
’organisation de sociétés complexes.

Cette communication soulignera, a travers divers cas d’étude, les
apports de I’analyse de réseau, mais également ses limites eu égard a la
typologie des sources sur lesquelles ces méthodes sont appliquées. Il est
nécessaire de mener une réflexion commune et d’adapter le concept de
réseau et ces outils en fonction des données et spécificités de notre
discipline. En effet, de nombreuses difficultés subsistent, telles que la
question des homonymes, I’absence de sources sérielles, la datation
relative de certains documents, ou encore 1’évolution des relations dans
le temps — difficultés qui ne permettent pas systématiquement
d’historiciser ces réseaux.
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A Phenomenological Approach to the Fifth Dynasty
Memphite Necropolis. Spatial Patterns of Tomb
Location and Social Ranking in Saqqara, Abusir

and Giza

Massimiliano NUZZOLO
University of Torino

One of the most explored issues in Egyptology is “the tomb” in its being
the micro-cosmos of the individual in both the society and the afterlife.
Tombs have thus been approached from both a textual and visual
perspective by investigating their artistic facets, their architectural
layout, their funerary equipment and inscriptions as well as many other
crucial features. A less investigated aspect of the matter is, however,
landscape phenomenology, namely the interplay of tombs with their
natural environment and the relationship that exists between the tomb
placement and the social ranking of the given individual/tomb owner as
expressed primarily by his titles. This is a very promising research
avenue when we consider the striking differences that emerge from the
spatial analysis of tomb location in the 3 main cemeteries of the
Memphite necropolis — namely Saqqara, Abusir and Giza — in the time
span into account in this paper: the Fifth Dynasty. By crossing data
pertaining landscape phenomenology (visibility, accessibility, position,
interrelation) of the tombs in the above-mentioned sites, with the
exploration of their main features (size and orientation of tombs, titles
of tomb owners, architectural and decorative elements of the tombs), the
present paper will finally move to the main methodological and
theoretical question: “May spatial patterns of tomb location reveal
aspects of the nature of the Fifth Dynasty court society — and its
relationship with the central power embodied by the king — that are not
accessible through the sole written and visual sources?”
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The King and Officials in and around the Pyramid
Complex of Senwosret 111, Dahshur

Adela OPPENHEIM
Department of Egyptian Art, The Metropolitan Museum of Art

The mastabas of high officials north of the Senwosret Il pyramid
complex at Dahshur preserve important information about the titles and
positions of a number of individuals who are not attested elsewhere.
Architectural features of some of the mastabas seem to suggest close
relationships between individuals, but preserved inscriptions do not
explain them, or perhaps even contradict this assumption. Some of the
structures include depictions of family members, while others are silent
about such relationships. Furthermore, all of the mastabas seem to
follow similar design principles, suggesting coordination in the planning
of the burial ground. At least one individual (Khnumhotep) belongs to a
Middle Egyptian family, indicating that some of Senwosret III’s
officials came from outside the Memphite area. Our picture of
Senwosret III’s court is not augmented by the decorative programs of
the temples and chapels around his pyramid, which, in contrast to Old
Kingdom royal temples, almost completely exclude depictions of
historical persons. A similar phenomenon also has been observed in the
pyramid temple of Senwosret | at Lisht, suggesting that the ritual role of
officials was transformed during the Middle Kingdom.
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La structuration des réseaux d'élites a la Troisiéme
Période intermédiaire : Tanis et Thebes

Frédéric PAYRAUDEAU
Sorbonne Université Paris IV

La Troisieme Période intermédiaire, au moins dans ses premicres phases
(XXI° et XXII° dynasties), voit un profond changement dans la
structuration des réseaux d'élite. Celui-ci est bien attesté dans les deux
capitales, Tanis et Thebes, dans un contexte politique nouveau, dans
lequel le pouvoir royal passe a deux lignées nouvelles apparentées. On
interrogera les données épigraphiques (statuaire) et archéologiques
(nécropoles thébaine et tanite) permettant de comprendre les conditions
du renouvellement des relations entre pouvoir royal et élites.
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In Communication with the Vizier Paser: A Case
Study in Early Ramesside Networking

Christine RAEDLER
Johannes Gutenberg-Universitidt Mainz

One of the most important officials of the Time of Sethi [ and Ramesses
II was the vizier of the South and later High priest of Amun-Ra Paser.
Like “kings” under the king, the viziers of the Ramesside period
possessed an enormous amount of power. In that capacity Paser was
responsible for jurisdiction, notary activity, penitentiary, fiscal and
agricultural affairs. He was also responsible for civil administration,
such as the establishment of the boundaries of the fields. As an adviser
to the king, military and diplomatic responsibilities were added.

Before he became vizier, he held a number of qualifying offices and
responsibilities successfully. Thus, he became the South Vizier under
Sethi I. A great advantage was to come from a family of the Memphite
elite with best connections to Theban’s upper class. His father was the
High Priest of Thebes Nebnetjeru. Part of the family presumably
originated in the pre-Asian region: Nebnetjeru bears the nickname Tjeli
(Sul), revealing a Semitic origin and the grandfather’s name Tapaia can
be traced back to the Akkadian language. Significantly, brother T(i)atia
is attested as First Stablemaster in Paser’s tomb, thus showing his
connection to the group of the military officials. Later, in his tomb in
Saqqara, he will be attested as “Priest in front of the barque of Ptah” and
“Head of the goldworkers of the god”. For Paser, we find several fields
of networking. At the vizier's office the future Viceroy of Kush Setau is
attested as Chief Scribe; a later substitute is Chief Scribe Paser, who
sponsors a sculpture to his master. As vizier of the South, Paser is
responsible for the Workmen Community of Deir el-Medina and the
production of art. At the “House of Gold” — a center of art production —
he took care of “his” artists and even a “talk about art at the House of
Gold” is attested in Paser’s tomb. This tomb was a gift of Sethi I.
Fragments of house entrances for various courtiers found at Qantir
testify to their sporadic stay at the residence. Among them were several
envoys, the treasurer and brother-in-law of Ramesses II Tia (pillar drum)
and the vizier Paser (lintel).
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A special network belongs to the field of foreign affairs. At the end of
the war against the Hittites, Paser was one of the diplomats working on
the peace process between the Egyptians and the Hittites. As “Head of
the Shenut (“Courtiers”), he wrote a diplomatic letter to the officials of
the foreign court. The epithet “Head of the Shenut” is representative for
a number of the highest Early Ramesside officials, which suggest a
particularly powerful position within the court society. Among them are
for example the Viziers such as Paser and (Pa-)Rahotep or the Viceroy
Setau. By being able to influence the king, to grant or prevent others
from gaining access to him, the people around him can, in turn, favor
others according to their position at court, and exercise power outside
the court. This might have consequences for the monarch: on the one
hand, the power of his court increases the amount of what he can decide.
On the other hand, problems of control over power and influence
structures arise for him. With regard to Ramesses II’s personal policy it
should be noted that it is characterized by continuity. Due to the long
continuity of office (a few high-ranking people, some occupied the same
positions for several decades), influential regional power blocs within
the early Ramesside society were formed.
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Prétres et chanceliers : réseaux de pouvoirs dans la
région Memphis-Fayoum a la fin du Moyen Empire

Julien SIESSE
Musée du Louvre

A partir du régne d’Amenemhat ler, la région Memphis-Fayoum
accueille la Résidence principale des souverains du Moyen Empire. Si
la localisation précise et le plan de la ville d’Itj-taouy nous échappent
encore, I’organisation de ses principales institutions, comme le palais
royal et le Trésor, peut cependant étre en partie reconstituée grace a
I’étude des titres portés par leur personnel. Les sources disponibles, en
dehors du corpus papyrologique exceptionnel d’El-Lahoun, proviennent
majoritairement de la zone votive d’Abydos. Il s’agit principalement de
stéles, qui mentionnent, a partir de la fin de la XIle dynastie, de plus en
plus de membres de ’entourage familial et professionnel de leurs
principaux bénéficiaires, et notamment de nombreux fonctionnaires et
prétres de la région Memphis-Fayoum. A partir de cette documentation
épigraphique, il est possible d’esquisser les contours de I’administration
de cette région et surtout de reconstituer les réseaux de pouvoirs qui
relient les hauts dignitaires de la Résidence aux grands centres cultuels
d’Héliopolis, Memphis et Crocodilopolis. Cette communication se
concentrera plus particulierement sur [’é¢tude des relations
qu’entretenaient les prétres de ces trois villes avec I’administration
centrale, et plus particulierement le Trésor et le palais royal, apres le
redécoupage administratif de Sésostris III. Alors que le bureau du vizir
semble se déplacer de maniére plus ou moins permanente a Thébes, ou
le vizirat tisse des liens de plus en plus étroits avec le haut clergé
d’Amon de Karnak, les résultats préliminaires de notre étude semblent
a ’inverse démontrer un fort ancrage du Trésor dans la région Memphis-
Fayoum, sans doute a proximité immédiate de la Résidence royale. Au
ceeur de ce maillage, la famille dirigeante de Crocodilopolis, son
personnel administratif et son clergé, paraissent jouer un rdle
prépondérant.
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Tombs as Markers of Social Networks and Power
Structures: Examples from New Kingdom Thebes

JJ SHIRLEY
TT110 Field School

Determining social networks and power structures relies on an array of
data generally comprised of names and titles, taken from various
monuments that connect individuals together through kinship,
profession, or both. However, the monuments themselves can also be
seen as markers of these networks. This is particularly the case for
tombs. The ability to construct a tomb in ancient Egypt was an indicator
of relative wealth, demonstrating access to the materials and labor
needed for such an undertaking, and a tomb’s location and size can be
further signs of the owner’s status and societal connections. A tomb
owner’s titles and where they are placed within the tomb, as well as the
decorative program, can also reveal important information about the
owner’s place within society.

This paper will examine groupings of tombs from 18" Dynasty Thebes,
taking into account prosopographical data, location, and decorative
program to investigate how the ancient Egyptians utilized their largest —
and final — monument to convey their social and professional networks.
Why were certain titles placed in certain areas? Why were some titles
ubiquitous and others left out? We know that in the New Kingdom
depicting or relating one’s professional ties, and even providing
extensive genealogies, was not the norm, so when we do find this
information what was the purpose? Is the tomb owner expressing how
their job was obtained?

Attempting to show themselves as more important than they were?
Giving their subordinates a “leg up”? Tomb owners had a degree of
agency in their tomb construction and decoration, and examining their
choices through a framework of social status may also help reveal what
individual networks can tell us about ancient Egyptian power structures
more broadly.
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